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holiness, the warning given to the saint of his coming death,
the reception of the saint's soul by angels. Such a comparison
would illustrate in detail how faithfully the Russians followed
their Greek models.
In the sphere of law the influence of the Byzantine Empire
through the Russian Church was paramount.   In eccle-
siastical law the Kormchaia was based upon a Byzantine
Nomokanon,1 i.e. a digest of canon law and of imperial
constitutions   affecting   the   Church,   together   with   the
Church ordinances of Vladimir and Yaroslav. The civil law
of Russia—the Russkaya Pravda—consists of a brief state-
ment of customary law supplemented by the legislation of
the Russian princes and is modelled on the short Byzantine
systematic summaries of law of the eleventh and twelfth
centuries such as the Procheiros Nomos—the ' handy' law-
book.  In Kievan Russia delinquencies which were sins but
not crimes were in all cases subject only to the jurisdiction
of the Church.  Those classes of the population which fell
under the description of 'church people* were exempted
completely from intervention by the courts of the State. The
term 'church people* as defined in detail by Vladimir has a
much wider range of application than might have been
expected: it embraces not only priests and deacons and the
members of their families, abbots, monks, and nuns, but also
(amongst others) pilgrims, doctors, freedmen, vagrants, the
blind, the lame, and inmates of hospitals and hostels.  For
all these 'church people' even in criminal cases the Church
courts alone are competent, and since the Russkaya Pravda
has been preserved together with the Kormchaia it has been
contended by Kluchevsky that the texts of the Russkaya
Pravda as they have come down to us represent a compilation
drawn up by the clergy for application in the courts of the
Church. This might serve to explain the absence from our
texts of the  Russkaya Pravda of any mention of such
practices as the judicial duel of which churchmen disap-
proved. But so far as we know the Church did not attempt
any widespread remodelling of Russian customary law. Not
1 It has been suggested that the grant of a tithe by the State to the Church is
evidence of Western influence.

